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Class 2 ‒ Anglicanism, the Bible, and Tradition

The Holy Scriptures as True and Authoritative

Let us therefore yield ourselves and bow to the authority of the Holy Scriptures, which can neither err nor deceive.
-St. Augustine of Hippo, 4th c.

The Holy Scriptures reveal Jesus Christ

And beginning at Moses and all the prophets, he expounded unto them in all the scriptures the things concerning himself.
-St. Luke 24:27

Ignorance of Scripture is ignorance of Christ.
-St. Jerome , 4th c.

The Holy Scriptures are full of power

For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder 
of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.

-Hebrews 4:12
The Holy Scriptures are for Salvation

BLESSED Lord, who hast caused all holy Scriptures to be written for our learning; Grant that we may in such wise hear 
them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that by patience and comfort of thy holy Word, we may embrace, and 
ever hold fast, the blessed hope of everlasting life, which thou hast given us in our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 

-The Book of Common Prayer (2nd Sunday in Advent)
Tradition as the Rule of Faith

Therefore, brethren, stand fast, and hold the traditions which ye have been taught, whether by word, or our epistle.
-2 Thessalonians 2:15

And what if not even the Apostles themselves had left us any Scriptures? Ought we not follow the course of that Tradition, 
which they delivered to those whome they entrusted with the Churches? And to this rule consent many nations of the 
Barbarians those I mean who believe in Christ, having salvation written by the Spirit in their hearts, without paper and ink 
and diligently keeping the old Tradition.

- St. Irenaeus of Lyon, 2nd c.

ANGLICANISM AND THE BIBLE

Anglicans have long held that the Bible is the highest and first source of the Christian faith and practice. Nothing 
could be held as necessary for salvation unless it could be proven or deduced by Holy Scripture. Anglicans view the 
Holy Scriptures as the very Word of God. 1 What are the implications for us if we hear the "Word of God"?
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Anglicans believe that the Bible is made up of the Old Testament, New Testament, and Apocrypha.
 Ώ Collection of books - 39 in the Old Testament, 27 in the New Testament (together called the protocanon) 

and the 11 Apocryphal books (called the deuterocanon or the intertestamental books) What's the difference? 
The OT and NT are sufficient to establish doctrine, and the Apocrypha to be read in the Church for 
examples of life and instruction of manners.

 Ώ This view of the Apocrypha comes with a long history of approval by major Church Fathers (e.g., Athanasius, 
Cyril of Jerusalem, Gregory Nazianzus); also called libri ecclesiastici (Books of the Church)

 Ώ Anglicans "accept what has been acknowledged by the Church to be canonical Scripture"1

 Ώ The King James Version has all 77 books!
 Ώ These books together are called the Canon (meaning "Rod" or "Rule")

Anglicans believe the Bible is revelation from God. 
 Ώ Without revelation we could not know who God is in his being. There are certain things we can ascertain 

from nature and reason (e.g., God's oneness, divine power) but unless God actually shows himself to us, 
then we cannot know anything for sure.

 Ώ Hebrews 1:1-2 - God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time past unto the fathers by the 
prophets, Hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son, whom he hath appointed heir of all things, by whom 
also he made the worlds;

 Ώ God's previous revelation of himself does not change over time, but instead God reveals more and more 
about himself. There is unity in the Scriptures. 

 Ώ To the Old Testament belongs more fear just as to the New Testament more delight; nevertheless in 
the Old Testament the New lies hid, and in the New Testament the Old is exposed. - St. Augustine

 Ώ Old Testament - The Lord is one God (Deuteronomy 6)
 Ώ New Testament - God is Father, Son, and Holy Ghost (St. Matthew 28:19)
 Ώ Jesus Christ the Great Intepreter (St. Luke 24:13-32)

 Ώ Through the Bible God reveals to us his commandments, how he is to be worshipped, what we should 
believe about God, who mankind is in relation to God, etc.

 Ώ The ultimate and final revelation of God is in Jesus Christ himself who is God made flesh (Hebrews 1:2)
 Ώ The content of Scripture is about Christ. The purpose of Scriputre is for Christ

Anglicans believe that the Bible is inspired by God (e.g., "God breathed")
 Ώ 2 Timothy 3:14-17 - But continue thou in the things which thou hast learned and hast been assured of, 

knowing of whom thou hast learned them; And that from a child thou hast known the holy scriptures, which are 
able to make thee wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. All scripture is given by inspiration 
of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: That the man 
of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works.

 Ώ 2 Peter 1:19-21 - We have also a more sure word of prophecy; whereunto ye do well that ye take heed, as unto a 
light that shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn, and the day star arise in your hearts: Knowing this first, 
that no prophecy of the scripture is of any private interpretation. For the prophecy came not in old time by the 
will of man: but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.

 Ώ Inspired here means a divine influence of Holy Ghost upon the writers of Scripture that they communicate 
God's revelation authoritatively, infallibly, and inerrantly. This means that the Scriptures can be trusted to 
communicate God's revelation and that God preserves his message throughout history.

1 Hall, FJ Dogmatic Theology, Vol. 2. “Authority Ecclesiastical and Biblical”, 188. Article XX describes the Church as a “witness and 
keeper of Holy Writ”



 Ώ NOT: Divine dictation or a trance (God overwhelming the human mind). The Bible bears the marks of its 
human authors as well: personality, worldviews, etc.

Anglicans believe that Scripture should be interpreted in concert with the Church.
 Ώ Some new vocabulary: Hermeneutic - the way we interpret Scripture, Tradition - the way which Scriptures 

have been known and lived out in the Church.
 Ώ Why Tradition? But here some one perhaps will ask, Since the canon of Scripture is complete, and sufficient 

of itself for everything, and more than sufficient, what need is there to join with it the authority of the Church's 
interpretation? For this reason — because, owing to the depth of Holy Scripture, all do not accept it in one and 
the same sense, but one understands its words in one way, another in another; so that it seems to be capable of as 
many interpretations as there are interpreters.

-St. Vincent of Lerins, 5th c.
 Ώ Heresies have been a perinneal problem even going back to the very beginnning of the Church in the 

days of the Apostles:
 Ώ 2 Peter 2:1 - But there were false prophets also among the people, even as there shall be false teachers 

among you, who privily shall bring in damnable heresies, even denying the Lord that bought them, 
and bring upon themselves swift destruction.

 Ώ Arius used the Scriptures to try and forward his false view that Jesus Christ is the highest of all 
created beings!

 Ώ Leads us to show why Anglicans love the Early Church Fathers beginning around Clement of Rome 
(mentioned in Philippians 4:3! ~70 AD) to around St. Augustine (mid 5th c.). These men shaped the 
contours of Church doctrine which we inherit today! This is what it means to be Catholic!

 Ώ Doctrine - the formal teaching of the Church.2 Which is nothing more that the teachings of the Bible 
organized for study and belief (e.g., the Nicene Creed are doctrines which summarize the faith and teaching 
of the whole Bible!)

Anglicans believe that Scripture should be our rule for prayer. 
 Ώ Book of Common Prayer - is the book of Anglican worship. Commonly said that 80% of the BCP is direct 

quotations from Scripture or allusions to Scripture, and the rest can be proven from Scripture! Example: 
Prayer of Humble Access on page 82 (ref. St. Matthew 15:21-28)

 Ώ Includes: the entire Psalter to be read in it's entirety every month, a Lectionary (Bible reading plan) to read 
portions of the Bible in a systematic and regular way

 Ώ BCP will put the Bible into your soul: not as an academic endeavour or for knowledge's sake, but for your 
soul's sake: to know and love God!

 Ώ Clergy are expected to be preach and teach only things agreeable to the Scriptures (p. 540-541). In fact it's 
frowned upon for priests to have other employment because it takes away from the regular study of Scripture!

 Ώ As your priest I will never teach you anything that is not proven from the Bible either by direct quote or 
through logical deduction from the Scriptures.

 Ώ Check out the Scripture use in Morning & Evening Prayer!

2 Tarsitano, Louis An Outline of an Anglican Life, 10.


