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Class 3 ‒ Anglicanism, Sin, Salvation, and Grace

What is a Man? (Pantheism)

You are the universe expressing itself as a human for a little while - Eckhart Tolle

The mind is everything. What you think you become. - Buddha

What is a Man? (Materialism)

Humans have always wondered about the meaning of life...life has no higher purpose than to perpetuate the survival of 
DNA...life has no design, no purpose, no evil and no good, nothing but blind pitiless indifference. - Richard Dawkins

Humanity is just an experimental material - Nietzsche

What is a Man? (Anglicanism)

Is any man skillful enough to have fashioned himself? - St. Augustine of Hippo

What is man, that thou art mindful of him? and the son of man, that thou visitest him? -Psalm 8:4

ANGLICANISM AND A THEOLOGY OF MAN

Mankind, The Image & Likeness of God, and Human Nature
1. Mankind - Gen. 1 & 2

A. Given dominion over Creation as God's vicegerent (Gen. 1:28)
B. He is both material and spiritual

i. Gen. 2:7a - Made from the dust of the earth (physical)
ii. Gen 2:7b - God breathed into him his Spirit (spiritual)
iii. Man is made up of two parts: body (physical) and soul (spiritual)

C. Not only a biblical conception. The Greeks called man the "rational animal"
i. All peoples and cultures recognize man's special place in the world and natural capacities
ii. The Biblical narrative gives us the proper interpretation of the data

2. The Image & Likeness of God
A. The Image of God is what makes us like God. Another way to say this is "Man is made according to the image 

of God, and after his likeness"
i. Good way to determine what the "image" is, is to see how man is different from the animals
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ii. Man as a living icon of God; Analogy of a statue. Why is idoloatry such a terrible sin?
iii. Man has three distinct gifts that mark us as God's image-bearers: (organ/action)

a. Rationality (mind/knowing) - mankind can think, reason, consider, reflect, deduce, infer, etc.
 Ώ Use of Logic
 Ώ Engineering, music, philosophy, theology, sports

b. Volition (will/doing) - mankind is created with a moral capacity and volition (i.e., a will) in order that 
he might choose to do things. 

 Ώ This includes the idea of "freedom" or "free will"
 Ώ This simply means that humans have the capacity of moral choice; not a libertarian "free will" or 

even a "free will" that's uninfluenced from other factors (e.g., sin)
c. Spirituality (heart/loving) - mankind was created to love God and share in communion and divine 

fellowship with his Creator. The ultimate iteration of this would be union with God in and through 
Christ

 Ώ This spirituality gives man a capacity to know God, receive grace, etc. 
 Ώ The animals cannot know God like we can. They are purely physical beings, whereas God is Spirit.

B. What about the Body?
i. We are not souls who happen to have bodies, but we are enfleshed souls, meaning we are not completely 

human without our bodies; Why? Resurrection proves it!
ii. Mankind has some kind of existence without our bodies (Wis. 3:1, 2 Cor. 5:8)
iii. The Image of God is more than the capacities of man that I just listed; Man, complete man (i.e., Body 

and Soul), houses the Spirit of God, as a Temple for God and propoagates the life and dominion of God
3. The Likeness of God

A. Mankind was made after the likeness of God. This statement means that he was made holy and righteous like 
God. We were morally upright and had fellowship with God.

B. This fellowship happened in the Garden of Eden and Eden was the first Temple of God
C. The righteousness mankind enjoyed in his state of innocency (pre-fall) is called "original righteousness"

i. We were made "very good" not only in that we were well crafted creatures, but in that we were morally 
good as well

ii. The mind, will, and heart are all integrated perfectly in Adam's innocence. We know God, we love God, 
and we do his will

D. According to the "likeness" mankind is a living sacrament; Man is a living physical sign that bring forth 
spiritual grace and goodness (Eph. 5:20-33). Male - God/Female - Creation

ANGLICANISM AND A THEOLOGY SIN

Sin and the Fall - Gen. 3
1. Sin is disobedience to God (1 St. John 3:4, 5:17)

A. Rejection of God and his goodness towards us.
B. Hatred for God (1 St. John 4:8); sin opposes the very nature of God!
C.  Greek for sin is ἁμαρτία. Concept of a "departure from a standard" 

2. What was the Temptation?
A. Sure, "eating an apple" does not seem like a big deal to 21st century sensibilities. It seems like an easy mistake.
B. Look closer at the text: Gen. 3:4-5; "you will be like God"; the fruit is merely the illicit means to a good end. 



Remember, Man was made for fellowship and union with God!
i. The primal sin of Man was to try and usurp God 
ii. Which, when you think about it, is what all sin is: I desire to be my own God. I want independence. We 

spit at our good Father who provides, sustains, and loves us
iii. Sin is irrational; it denies reality that we are dependent creatures
iv. The source of all sin is pride; indeed pride is the primal sin of the angels. Satan desired to drag God's image 

down to Hell with him.
C. Excursus: Jesus Christ's temptation is a recapitulation of Adam's temptation. (St. Matt. 4:1-11); everything is 

greater: the temptation, the stakes, the players, the rewards, and the curses.
3. It distorts the natural order of Creation

A. Notice the disorder of temptation (Snake, Female, Male); Male should be speaking to Female and Female to 
Creation; ("Did God really say…")

B. God's order of cursing restores the order (Snake, Female, Male); ultimate fault with Adam
i. Notice the blame is disordered as well: Male, Female, Snake
ii. The curse not only leads to death but difficulty in propagating life. Male cannot sustain or maintain the life 

of the Female or Creation without difficulty; Female has greater pain and danger bringing forth new life
4. Consequences

A. We no longer have divine fellowship with God. Our holiness and righteousness is gone! The likeness (not 
image) of God is destroyed. We need reconciliation with God. Mankind has become an enemy of God.
i. We can no longer, based on our own righteousness, have fellowship with God
ii. Banished from the first Temple of God, Eden, for our own good. God is merciful, even in his judgment. 

(Gen. 3:22-24)
iii. Permanent separation from God is called hell. Scripture gives us many pictures for hell (fire, outer darkness). 

God is the source of goodness and life, and severing that relation permanently is what sin does
B. The relationship between Male and Female is distorted as well as the relationship between Man and Creation 

(Gen. 3:14-19)
C. Ultimate result is death of male and female, as well as Creation! (Gen. 3:19)

i. Gen. 3:19 is directed at Adam, but whatever happens to the head, happens to everyone and everything 
underneath him (Rom. 5:12, 17; idea of Covenant)

ii. All of mankind has a covenantal connection to Adam
iii. This concept is one of the most difficult to grasp for us Americans. We think of all men being judged by 

his individual (de)merits.
iv. Why should we be affected by one man's sin? Again, this idea of covenant comes to the forefront. We were 

in covenant with Adam. (Heb. 7:1-10)
v. However, covenant is good news, because if we were in covenant with Adam and we receive death through 

one man, then by one man's act of perfect obedience can we receive new life (Rom. 5)
vi. We move from covenant with Adam by nature, into a covenant with Christ by the Spirit
vii. Sin is a matter of life and death. Think of what God taught the Israelites through animal sacrifices.

D. Disintegration of the mind, will, and heart (image of God remains, but we are far gone from the likeness of 
God)
i. St. Paul feels the disintegration - Rom. 7:21-25
ii. The image of God was not lost. All men are still image-bearers, whether they are good ones or not
iii. The disintegration or corruption is called original sin. Original sin refers to the weakness of human nature, 



and our predisposition to sin. All men inherit original sin because we all share in Adam's nature, and his 
problem.

iv. The weakness of human nature is called concupiscence; references the natural appetites of man to which we 
are now subject and opposes the right use of reason (St. Mark 7:14-23). 

v. Our own acts of disobedience against God is called actual sin. No human (save Jesus Christ) is exempt. 
(Rom. 3:23). All things that I do from my disintegrated will are tainted with sin in some way. We never do 
something that is loving God for his own sake!

ANGLICANISM AND A THEOLOGY OF SALVATION

Salvation & Grace
1. We're in a state where we have been kicked out of Eden, removed from the presence of God, and are slowly dying, 

both physically and spiritually. We are far gone from original righteousness.
A. We need someone else's righteousness applied to us. We need to be in a covenant with a different man. We 

cannot help ourselves.
B. Our natures need to be reconstituted or remade. Our minds, wills, and hearts need to be reintegrated. Is 

anything too hard for the Lord?
2. Salvation can only be accomplished by God through God himself taking our nature to us, being born of a pure 

Virgin (we inherit original sin through our fathers). Jesus Christ, both God and Man, accomplishes salvation for 
us by becoming Incarnate, living, dying, and rising again on our behalf (see the Litany on p. 53 of the BCP).
A. Salvation - forgiveness of sins, eternal life, and a restored communion with God; Union with Christ (Col. 

1:27)
B. Salvation is only accomplished by the grace (divine favor) of God. Grace empowers us to do real good, as it is 

the "loving power" of God for the forgiveness of sins (we did not help Jesus accomplish his mission! God did 
it of his own accord out of love)

C. Salvation has aspects - [election (or calling), justification, sanctification and glorification] but it is one singular 
act of God.

D. God gives grace through the Sacraments of the Church.
3. Jesus Christ, the chosen Savior of mankind, is perfectly righteous and he voluntarily sacrifices himself for our 

atonement (at-one-ment; St. John 10:15-17). God accepts his sacrifice on behalf of all mankind and we enter into 
the new covenant with Christ. Salvation is merited by Jesus Christ's merits alone! (Eph. 2:1-10). 
A. The first son of God, Adam, rejected God's life, love, and goodness, but the eternal Son Jesus Christ brings 

God's life back to us. (1 Cor. 15:22) as we are taken up into union with him.
B. Baptism is the beginning of this new life. The Holy Ghost unites us to Jesus Christ in the mystical waters of 

baptism, and we receive the new nature, and the grace of God. Remember the idea of covenant? This is where 
it is for our benefit. Whatever Jesus gets we get: new life, bodies, inheritance, authority, etc.

C. Christians are elevated beyond what Adam was in innocency. We are not just remade to go back to Eden, 
but we are made to go forward into the new heavens and the new earth. We will dwell with God eternally. 
Remember, Adam did not have union with God like we do as Christians!

D. We participate by grace what Jesus Christ possesses by nature (of himself ) (2 St. Peter 1:4)
4. The Christian life (which is a part of Salvation) means to become like God. God sanctifies us (i.e., makes us holy). 

In terms of Creation we are being remade into the likeness of God by grace. 
A. Jesus Christ's righteousness is given to us in place of what we had lost in Adam. 
B. His righteousness is perfect, sure, and good. We cannot mess it up like original righteousness because it 

belongs properly to Christ. 



C. Jesus gives us his righteousness for our own. It's why when you sin, you can repent now and be forgiven. No 
one has to be sacrificed again.

5. God begins to reintegrate our minds, wills, hearts in sanctification. This reintegration will be everlastingly 
permanent once we have been perfected. Perfection probably will not happen in this life for most of us.
A. We finally are able to know, do, and love the right things, which is God himself for the sake of God himself.
B. Saint Augustine: Innocency "posse peccare et posse non pecare", Fall "non posse non peccare", Reborn "posse non 

peccare", New Heavens and New Earth "non posse peccare"
6. Sanctification (becoming holy) and reintegration of minds, wills, hearts is a process that involves mortifying the 

flesh. What does this mean? It means killing sin, and turning from it and making you the boss of your desires, not 
the other way around! (1 Cor. 9:27) with you under the governance of Christ.

7. The Christian's ultimate destiny is to dwell with God. (Rev. 21:1-4); holiness, without which no man shall see the 
Lord (Heb. 12:14).

8. Salvation recovers the likeness of God, it reintegrates the image of God, and elevates us to dwell with God and to 
become what God has created us to be: truly human after the image of Jesus Christ.

Book of Common Prayer Connection - The Collects of Eastertide

Easter Even (BCP 161)

GRANT, O Lord, that as we are baptized into the death of thy blessed Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ, so by 
continual mortifying our corrupt affections we may be buried with him; and that through the grave, and gate of 

death, we may pass to our joyful resurrection; for his merits, who died, and was buried, and rose again for us, the same 
thy Son Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen.

Easter Day (BCP 163)

ALMIGHTY God, who through thine only-begotten Son Jesus Christ hast overcome death, and opened unto us 
the gate of everlasting life; We humbly beseech thee that, as by thy special grace preventing us thou dost put into 

our minds good desires, so by thy continual help we may bring the same to good effect; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Ghost ever, one God, world without end. Amen.

Easter Day - First Communion (BCP 165)

O GOD, who for our redemption didst give thine only-begotten Son to the death of the Cross, and by his glorious 
resurrection hast delivered us from the power of our enemy; Grant us so to die daily from sin, that we may 

evermore live with him in the joy of his resurrection; through the same Christ our Lord. Amen.

Easter 1 (BCP 170)

ALMIGHTY Father, who hast given thine only Son to die for our sins, and to rise again for our justification; Grant 
us so to put away the leaven of malice and wickedness, that we may always serve thee in pureness of living and 

truth; through the merits of the same thy Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Easter 2 (BCP 171)

ALMIGHTY God, who hast given thine only Son to be unto us both a sacrifice for sin, and also an ensample of 
godly life; Give us grace that we may always most thankfully receive that his inestimable benefit, and also daily 

endeavour ourselves to follow the blessed steps of his most holy life; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Easter 3 (BCP 173)

ALMIGHTY God, who showest to them that are in error the light of thy truth, to the intent that they may return 
into the way of righteousness; Grant unto all those who are admitted into the fellowship of Christ's Religion, 



that they may avoid those things that are contrary to their profession, and follow all such things as are agreeable to the 
same; through our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.

Easter 4 (BCP 174)

O ALMIGHTY God, who alone canst order the unruly wills and affections of sinful men; Grant unto thy people, 
that they may love the thing which thou commandest, and desire that which thou dost promise; that so, among 

the sundry and manifold changes of the world, our hearts may surely there be fixed, where true joys are to be found; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Easter 5 / Rogation Sunday (BCP 175)

LORD, from whom all good things do come; Grant to us thy humble servants, that by thy holy inspiration we 
may think those things that are good, and by thy merciful guiding may perform the same; through our Lord 

Jesus Christ. Amen.


