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Class 8 ‒ Anglicanism, the Christian, and the Local Parish

ANGLICANISM IN REVIEW

1. Catholic - Has believed and taught everything that the Church has always believed and taught
2. Apostolic - Retained the ancient and appointed three-fold ministerial priesthood of Bishop, Priest, and Deacon
3. Creedal - Embraces and adheres the Apostle’s (Baptismal Creed), Nicene (Who is Jesus Christ?), and Athanasian 

(The Trinity) creeds as sufficient summations of biblical doctrine.
4. Biblical - Unwaveringly dedicated to preaching and teaching only what can be proved or deduced by Holy Scripture 

as necessary for Salvation because the Bible is the very Word of God written.
5. Sacramental - Recognizes the created order and how God uses material means to communicate spiritual graces
6. Regular - worships God by use of the Book of Common Prayer (i.e., through the lived tradition of the Church).

AND...

7. Ecclesial - Centered around the life of the Parish and its life of prayer, catechesis, and sacred time.

ANGLICANISM ECCLESIAL

Anglicanism is centered around the Parish

1. Do you have a corporate relationship with Jesus Christ?
2. True religion is not merely saving the individual soul. Jesus Christ is in the business of saving to himself a Bride 

(Rev. 19:7-9, Rev. 21:2, 2 Cor. 11:2, Jer. 3:8, Eph. 5:26, 32). The Church is the Bride of Christ. Salvation is 
inherently ecclesial.  

3. So while, individuals are saved, they are saved into the Church, the covenant people of God. The individual is now 
identified with the Church formally through Baptism.

4. Old Testament pedigree with Israel. One was not a Jew unless he was circumcised. To be circumcised is to live 
within the covenant community.

5. No “lone wolf” Christians
6. What does this mean? If one is Baptized, then he must be part of the parish because that is the local manifestation 

of the Bride of Christ. If one refuses to live his life Christianly (i.e., within the parish) then he is in severe 
disobedience to God and has wilfully cut himself off from God’s presence, graces, and fellowship.

7. The parish structure is inherently English, and goes all the way back in history to the Anglo-Saxons; before England 
was England! There was a congregation in a local area that covered a geographic area, and that was the parish.

8. Parish is more than the four walls of church building; it constitutes the people, all of the ministries, buildings, etc.
9. Expanding the idea of parish puts more responsibility on us. How should the parish educate its children in fear 

and admonition of the Lord? How does the parish organize its efforts to evangelize the heathen or call those who 
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have lapsed back to the Faith?
10. Individuals are Members of the Parish. The reality that the Church is a Body. They are distinct, yet the word 

“member” implies that the individual is part of a greater whole.
11. Our parish has three core values that govern what we do and how we act: A Faith to Believe, A Place to Belong, A 

Rule for Life

A Faith to Believe (Catechesis)

1. Saint Paul’s propogates the true faith through Catechesis.
2. Every Christian at Saint Paul’s is called to be intentional and serious about developing knowledge and understanding 

of the Faith.
3. Preaching during the Holy Communion, Sunday School, and Wednesday Nights are all part and parcel to this 

mission.
4. Catechesis is an aspect that provides formation for the Christian to know and believe rightly (orthodoxy) 

A Place to Belong (Hospitality)

1. The Parish is at the heart of Christian identity and the basic block of Jesus Christ’s presence among us (“where 
two or three are gathered...”). By being members of Saint Paul’s you necessarily declare yourselves to be all of those 
aspects listed previously!

2. Since the Parish is home (the Body, the Bride, the Temple,etc.) to the local Christian, it should be welcoming.
3. The Church is ultimately joyful! We are united to the Lord Jesus and share in the divine life of the Triune God! 

We are not a dour people.
4. We see it in a welcoming coffee station, providing food, and giving all a sense of welcome in the name of the Lord 

Jesus Christ. Christ welcomes all to His house in order that He might transform them into new creatures after His 
likeness.

5. What are some other ways? How can we be hospitable to families with children? How can we be hospitable to 
those who are hungry? How can we be hospitable to college students? To the infirm? To our seniors?

6. Hospitality is a multi-generational endeavor whereby people are welcomed into the household of God.

A Rule for Life (Prayer)

1. This value is the lynchpin to the whole endavor which is to order our lives around the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
2. A “rule” is the principle by which we order our lives
3. The heart of this is prayer. Last week - 3 fold rule: Holy Communion, Daily Offices, Personal Prayer
4. The goal of this value is for the Christian to be conformed after the likeness of Jesus Christ; union and intimacy 

with God.
5. Not just prayer! Rule applies to the life and rhythm of the Church:  Feasts & Fasts, to mark the calendar by Sacred 

History
6. Hospitality (the environment for union), Catechesis (to reckon with the true God rightly), Prayer (communion 

with God; height being Holy Communion itself )
7. The goal of these three values is that you center your life around the parish. The parish is not just a part of your 

identity, but the expression of the core of your identity which is Jesus Christ. (analogy of a ‘hat’)

A Mission to Accomplish (Evangelism)

1. The focus of the three values of Catechesis, Hospitality, and Prayer are for the formation of the Christian in order 
that he might persevere in the Faith

2. Not an insular focus. There is an outward orientation of the Church. The Parish is not a citadel (Protectionist) it 
is not a museum (Aesthetics), but it is an Army (Conquest). Our mission as a parish is to make as many lifelong 
Christians as God will grant.



3. “Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature.” (St. Mark 16:5)
4. We bring people into the life of the parish that Christ Himself might make them Christians
5. Ministry of Reconciliation has been entrusted to the Church. The mark of success is how many Christians we can 

make (not bare baptismal numbers by the way!)
6. What’s the result? 1.) Saved souls, 2.) restored order of family life, 3.) the reestablishment of culture, 4.) Multi-

generational parishes, 5.) Stability = The Kingdom of God spreading throughout the earth

Some other observations:

1. Rule has has an individual and common sense: There is a personal rule (e.g., “I will get up at 6 am everyday and 
read a chapter in the Bible and pray”) and there is a common rule (e.g., “the parish has Morning & Evening Prayer 
and I need to pray the Offices either in the parish with the church or by myself ”). Since our spiritual life has the 
Book of Common Prayer. We are all praying the same prayers, using the same prayer list, reading the same lessons, 
Psalms, etc. each and every day. Saint Paul’s prints everything necessary for the week. We’re keeping the rule of the 
Church together. The Church suffers when Christians do not add their daily prayers to the prayer of the whole 
Church each and every day.

2. From Archbishop Geoffrey Fisher: All baptized and confirmed members of the Church must play their full parts 
in its life and witness. That you may fulfill this duty, we call upon you:
A. To follow the example of Christ in home and daily life, to bear personal witness to Him. (Evangelism. How 

has Christ changed your life? Elevator speech?)
B. To be regular in private prayer day by day. (Rule)
C. To read the Bible carefully (Catechesis & Rule)
D. To come to Church every Sunday. (Rule)
E. To receive the Holy Communion faithfully and regularly. (Rule)
F. To give personal service to Church, neighbors and community. (Hospitality)
G. To give money for the work of the parish and diocese and for the work of the Church at home and overseas. 

(Hospitality)
H. To uphold the standard of marriage entrusted by Christ to His Church. (Catechesis)
I. To care that children are brought up to love and serve the Lord. (Rule) What if you have grown children or 

grandchildren?

What I am telling you is an entirely different way of thinking about church. It’s ancient and traditional, but it is not 
what I grew up with.

Some questions then for the Christian (Baptized, Orthodox, Repentant):

1. Do I have a personal Rule? (Come see Fr. Oldfield. He will help you make one!)
2. Do I regularly invite someone to church?
3. Do I order my life around the parish? (Feast Days, Daily Prayer, Confession, Spiritual Direction, Fasting, 

Almsgiving)
4. Do I have a ministry in which I assist the mission of the Church to make it a place of Catechesis, Hospitality, and 

Rule? (Altar Guild, Ushers, Hospitality, Choir, Angels in the Attic)
5. Do I give regularly to the church in order that she may accomplish that mission? (Time, Talent, and Treasure)


