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“SEE then that ye walk circumspectly, not as fools, but as wise, redeeming the time, 
because the days are evil. Wherefore be ye not unwise, but understanding what the 

will of  the Lord is.” 

Ephesians 5:15 

+May the words of  my mouth, and the meditation of  all our hearts be always 
acceptable in thy sight, O Lord, our strength and our Redeemer. 

Time presses on.  The Earth rotates, the sun rises, we rise, we set out our tasks 
for the day, we complete most of  them, the sun goes to bed, we go to bed perhaps a 
little unconfident at what’s been accomplished, wondering if  we got enough work or 
leisure accomplished in the day, while the Earth continues to spin.  The next day, we 
may accomplish more but have the same sense of  unease.  Perhaps we try to schedule 
out every moment of  the day with useful activities, double-stacking work with 
pleasure, one thing going in our ears while another comes out of  our fingers, always 
rushing even when “at rest.”  How many people made the joke in the last year that 
they, or someone they know, had just back from vacation and needs another week to 
recover from their vacation? 

We know that we need to work hard.  Scripture tells us elsewhere that if  a man 
does not work, he shall not eat, that we are to consider and value the diligence of  the 
ant, that idle hands are the Devil’s workshop.  And so “walk circumspectly, not as 
fools, but as wise, redeeming the time, because the days are evil” sounds like an 
instruction to squeeze every moment for every drop of  joy and usefulness, every 
whisper of  congratulations and accomplishment.  It is even easier to focus on labor 
when the days are obviously evil: national decay in morals, in political integrity, the 
threat of  economic instability, international lawlessness and injustice.  The days are 
evil and so we must work harder, harder against the dying of  the light, harder for the 
safety of  our homes and firesides, harder for those things most dear to us. 

And yet that labor is so often exhausting, so often demoralizing.  We think 
“What can one person do against all these ills?  Can my work ever be enough to 
save…?”  And in addition to all the tasks we must accomplish, we aid the emotional 
response of  worry, care, perhaps even despair, emotions which cause very real stress 



on the body and the soul.  And the worry leaches into our bones and into our prayers, 
clouding our readiness to approach unto God for His healing. 

Today the Lord Jesus tells us a parable about a wedding feast, a feast at which 
the worthy guests squandered their invitations and the unworthy got seats at the table.  
This parable is on the short list of  parables told in two different Gospels, and on the 
shorter list of  parables that appear twice in the Prayer Book Sunday Gospel selections.  
Our Lord Jesus Christ thinks the Wedding Feast important, the Apostles who wrote 
the Gospels thought this Wedding Feast parable important, and the Holy Fathers of  
the Church who oversaw the selection of  Gospel readings for Sunday thought this 
important; we can’t then roll our eyes and say “Oh, I’ve heard this one already.”  
Consider how this Gospel lines up with the Epistle:  the Epistle tells us to use our 
time well, the Gospel tells us how to celebrate the Wedding proper.  In St. Matthew’s 
version of  the parable, he pulls out what actually happened at the feast: everyone’s 
having a great time until the King notices that someone has neglected his wedding 
garment.  This is a little more than forgetting to wear a black belt with black shoes or 
the rudeness of  a guest wearing a white dress.  The custom of  weddings in that time 
and place was that every guest had received a special set of  clothes, embroidered and 
jeweled in a beautiful fashion, a gift whereby the host honored the guest, and the 
guest honored the host.  This man in the parable forgot his wedding garment.  He 
wasn’t prepared for the occasion.  He neglected to honor his host.  And the King 
threw him out of  the party, out alongside all the others who had squandered their 
invitations.  Perhaps this man was arrogant, and thought that his own clothing was 
good enough.  Perhaps this man had been proud and flaunted the wedding garment 
on his way to the Feast and in so doing spoiled it.  But consider also that he might 
have been working on three different projects at once, looked out the window and 
said in a panic, “That’s today?” jumped on his camel and raced to the palace, knowing 
that the guards were too distracted to pull him over for speeding.  He showed up, he 
made it, but his heart wasn’t ready to celebrate the Wedding of  the King’s son with 
the King.  The wedding, the event which would shape the future of  the Kingdom for 
years to come, was just another task, another item on the to-do list, another item to 
squeeze in.  Perhaps he had even said to himself  that the days were evil, that the 
celebration of  the wedding was a distraction from the prosperity of  the kingdom, that 
his hand-made wedding gift was more important than the gift given to him by the 
King.  Ultimately, he wasn’t prepared.  And the penalty for neglecting this joy was 
expulsion from the joy of  the King. 



Don’t lose the joy of  the King, brothers and sisters.  Don’t let yourself  lose the 
joy.  Saint Paul in fact does not condemn us to a life of  ceaseless toil, distinguished 
from the world’s toil only by the god and virtues served by the Christian life.  Rather, 
Saint Paul instructs us to work wisely.  He even uses this word rendered 
“circumspectly.”  If  you’re thinking there’s a relationship between “circumspectly” and 
“circumference,” you’d be right: “circumference,” the distance something would have 
to be carried around the edge of  the circle, “circumspectly,” looking at the edge of  the 
circle.  Saint Paul knows we have limits.  Saint Paul knows that the days only last so 
long, that only so much can be done in a day, in a week, in a lifetime.  The wise thing 
is put the first things first, “speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual 
songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord; giving thanks always for 
all things unto God and the Father in the name of  our Lord Jesus Christ; submitting 
yourselves one to another in the fear of  God.”  To keep yourself  from the evil of  the 
day, rather than deadening the sense with strong drink, the first thing to do is to bath 
yourself  in Scripture and in the Hymns of  the Church.  Our calling in wisdom is to 
rejoice in what God has said and then to praise the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Ghost with those words. 

Our first calling is to pray.  An interesting character in the history of  the church 
once said “I have twice as much to do today as in a normal day; I must pray therefore 
for two hours rather than one.”  Speaking to God and asking Him to speak back to 
you is the most important task you can accomplish in the course of  the day.  Your 
prayer shapes you.   The words you say to God are the words that shape your 
responses to everything else, and if  all else fails—the toaster explodes, traffic stinks, 
you get a nail in your tire—you have at least spent some time with your Maker.  The 
Prayer Book provides a strong guide for our most important calling in the Offices of  
Morning and Evening Prayer.  If  you are able, please join us at 8 AM Monday through 
Friday as we say Morning Prayer with the school or at 2:45 PM for Evening Prayer.  If  
you are unable to join us here and do not have a Prayer Book, please speak to Fr. 
Brian or myself  after Mass so we can help you use this great tool against the evilness 
of  the day.   

Our second calling is to rejoice.  God has made us, and God has saved us.  The 
Christian life is not necessarily the call to be always marshmallows and rainbows, but it 
is to recognize that the world is being recreated in the image of  Christ and that we get 
to be a part of  that process.  That joy—not the emotion, but the reality—can sustain 
through all of  life’s troubles. 



Our third calling is to love one another, submitting to one another in the fear 
of  God.  The Epistles of  Saint John are full meditations on love and mutual 
submission beyond what Saint Paul briefly touches on today, and the Fathers of  the 
Church spent their entire ministries trying to expound this theme.  One aspect of  that 
love is keeping the wedding garment clean.  Love one another by focusing on the goal 
of  life in the Wedding Feast of  the Lamb.  Part of  submitting to one another in love 
is being ready and able to serve and to be served.  Consider if  you are ready for the 
opportunity to serve others on the road to the Feast. 

Our great opportunity today is that the Wedding Feast is present with us now.  
Some speak of  the Wedding Feast as the event of  Heaven at the end of  time.  We in 
this parish recognize that the Wedding Feast is every Sunday, every day on which 
Jesus’ sacrifice of  Himself  on the Cross is re-presented in our sacrifice of  praise and 
thanksgiving, every day in which the people of  God participate in the feast of  the 
Body and Blood of  the Lamb.  Is your wedding garment ready?  Are you dressed in 
the clean robes of  your baptism?  Has your head been anointed and perfumed with 
the chrism of  confirmation at the hand of  the bishop?  Have you attended to your 
thoughts, words, and deeds, that all might be done out of  love?  Are you ready to 
confess where you have failed in these and receive absolution by the proclamation and 
blessing of  the Lord’s minister and priest?  Our most important act of  worship is our 
participation in this Sacrament with attention and hope and our preparation in the 
long service which precedes our reception is one of  the greatest blessings of  using 
time wisely.  The Lord has prepared His Flesh for us to eat.  We now in Faith and 
Love draw near. 

+In the name of  the Father, and of  the Son, and of  the Holy Ghost.  Amen.


